5 Day Devotional

Day 1. God'sMath Class: Learning Through Subtraction

Devotional

Life has away of feeling like a math class sometimes, doesn't it? We love the seasons when God is adding
blessings to our lives - new relationships, opportunities, or breakthroughs. We celebrate when He's
multiplying our influence or resources. But what about those difficult seasons when it feelslike God is
subtracting from our lives? Maybe you're facing loss, disappointment, or unexpected challenges that |eave
you wondering where God isin the midst of it all.

The early church experienced thistoo. In Acts 5, we see God purging and cleansing His people through
difficult circumstances. But here's the beautiful truth: subtraction often precedes multiplication in God's
economy. Just as a gardener prunes branches to produce more fruit, God sometimes removes things from
our livesto prepare us for greater blessing.

When you're in a season of subtraction, it's easy to lose hope. But remember that God's tomorrow plan
becomes today's promise to hold onto. He hasn't forgotten you, and He hasn't abandoned His purposes for
your life. Every season of pruning is preparing you for a season of flourishing.

The key istrusting God's process, even when we can't see the outcome. His ways are higher than our ways,
and Histiming is perfect. What feels like loss today may be the very thing that positions you for
breakthrough tomorrow.

Bible Verse
'And all the more believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women.' - Acts 5:14

Reflection Question
What area of your life feels like God is 'subtracting' right now, and how might this season be preparing you
for future growth?

Quote
Before God multipliesin chapter six, he purges and cleanses in chapter five and subtracts. So if you'rein a
point of subtraction, you're in chapter five, so to speak. Take heart. Chapter six is still coming in your life.

Prayer
Father, help metrust Y our process even when | don't understand it. When life feels like subtraction, remind

me that Y ou're preparing me for multiplication. Give me faith to hold onto Y our promises for tomorrow,
even in today's challenges. Amen.

Day 2: Growing Pains: When Unity Gets Tested

Devotional



Have you ever noticed that growth often comes with pain? Whether it's a child experiencing growing pains
or a business expanding beyond its comfort zone, growth rarely happens without some discomfort. The
same istruein our spiritual lives and in our churches.

The early church discovered this truth firsthand. As God added believers daily, cultural tensions began to
surface. Hebrew Jews and Greek-influenced Jews found themselves at odds over something as practical as
food distribution. What started as alogistics issue quickly revealed deeper cultural divides that threatened
the unity Christ had established.

This scenario plays out in countless ways today. Different generations prefer different worship styles.
Various cultural backgrounds bring different expectations. Personal preferences clash over everything from
music volume to ministry approaches. These differences aren't necessarily wrong - they're often just
different expressions of the same heart for God.

But here's what we must remember: Satan loves to exploit these differences. He takes our preferences and
triesto turn them into divisions. He whispers lies that make us think others are against us when they're
simply different from us. The enemy's goal is always to create chaos and destroy the unity that makes the
church so powerful.

The beautiful truth isthat our differences can actually strengthen us when we approach them with love and
humility. Growing pains are temporary, but the growth that results can be eternal .

Bible Verse
'Do everything without grumbling or arguing' - Philippians 2:14

Reflection Question
What personal preferences or cultural differences have you allowed to create distance between you and
other believers, and how can you choose unity over division?

Quote

Satan is a chaos maker. We say he'sfull of haterade. He is. He often will use those little differences, those
personal preferences, to try and create a big mess, to divide families, to destroy fellowship, to destroy
friendship.

Prayer
Lord, help me see past surface differences to the heart Y ou've given each person. When growing pains

come, give me grace to choose unity over my preferences. Don't let the enemy use my differences with
othersto divide what Y ou've united. Amen.

Day 3: Peacemaker or Piece-M aker?

Devotional



There's a profound difference between being a peacemaker and being someone who just makes pieces of
the lives around them. One builds bridges; the other burns them down. One seeks to understand; the other
seeks to be understood. One looks for solutions; the other focuses on problems.

When conflict arose in the early church, the apostles had a choice. They could have ignored the problem,
hoping it would go away. They could have taken sides, choosing favorites between the Hebrew and Greek
believers. Instead, they chose to be peacemakers by addressing the issue head-on with wisdom,
transparency, and a heart for unity.

Peacemaking isn't about avoiding conflict or pretending problems don't exist. True peacemakers face
difficult conversations with courage and grace. They listen to understand, not just to respond. They seek
solutions that honor everyone involved while keeping God's purposes at the center.

The apostles demonstrated this beautifully by calling the whole church together, acknowledging the
legitimate concerns, and proposing a solution that honored both their calling and the needs of those who
felt overlooked. They didn't let personal pride or the fear of confrontation prevent them from doing what
was right.

In our relationships - whether in family, church, or community - we're constantly faced with this choice.
Will we be peacemakers who bring healing and unity, or will we be piece-makers who leave broken
relationships in our wake? The world desperately needs more peacemakers.

Bible Verse

'‘But the wisdom that comes from heaven isfirst of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive,
full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of
righteousness.’ - James 3:17-18

Reflection Question
Think of acurrent relationship tension in your life - are you approaching it as a peacemaker seeking unity,
or are you contributing to the division?

Quote
Are you a peacemaker, or are you just making pieces of the lives around you?

Prayer
God, make me a peacemaker in every relationship and situation. Give me wisdom to address conflicts with

grace and courage. Help me build bridges instead of burning them, and let Y our love rulein every
interaction. Amen.

Day 4. Faithful in the Small Things

Devotional



We live in a culture obsessed with big platforms, viral moments, and instant recognition. But God's
kingdom operates on different principles. He's more interested in faithfulness than fame, character than
charisma, and serving than being served.

When the apostles needed to delegate the important task of food distribution, they didn't look for the most
talented speakers or the most influential leaders. They looked for men with good reputations, full of the
Holy Spirit, and possessing wisdom. These weren't glamorous qualifications, but they were essential ones.

The seven men chosen for thistask could have felt overlooked or undervalued. After all, they were being
asked to serve tables while the apostles continued in the 'more important’ work of prayer and preaching.
But they understood something crucial: there are no small rolesin God's kingdom, only small perspectives.

Stephen and Philip, two of these table-servers, went on to have remarkable ministries. Stephen became the
first Christian martyr, and Philip became a powerful evangelist. Their faithfulnessin serving tables
prepared them for greater opportunities. They learned that small ministry leads to big opportunities.

God islooking for people who are FAT - Faithful, Available, and Teachable. He's not impressed by our
résumés or our platforms. He's looking for hearts that are willing to do whatever He asks, whether it's
serving tables or preaching to thousands. When we're faithful in the small things, God entrusts us with
greater things.

BibleVerse
'Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.' - 1 Peter 4:9

Reflection Question
What 'small’ opportunity to serveis God placing before you right now, and how might faithfulnessin this
area prepare you for greater ministry?

Quote
Small ministry leads to big opportunities.

Prayer

Father, help me be faithful in the small things Y ou've placed before me. Give me a servant's heart that finds
joy inany task Y ou assign. Make me FAT - faithful, available, and teachable - so Y ou can use me according
to Y our purposes. Amen.

Day 5: Love That Changes Everything

Devotional



The ultimate test of our faith isn't found in our theology or our spiritual gifts - it's found in how we love
one another. When the early church faced division, the solution wasn't better programs or clearer policies.
The solution was love in action, demonstrated through servant leadership and sacrificial care for those who
felt overlooked.

The apostles could have dismissed the complaints as petty grievances or cultural preferences. Instead, they
saw real people with real needs and responded with the love of Christ. They chose seven men with Greek
names to serve, showing sensitivity to the very group that felt marginalized. This wasn't political
correctness; it was Christ-like love.

Thiskind of love doesn't happen accidentally. It requires intentionality, humility, and awillingness to put
others needs before our own preferences. It means listening when we'd rather speak, serving when we'd
rather be served, and building up when we'd rather tear down.

The result of thislove was remarkable: the Word of God spread, disciples multiplied, and even priests
came to faith. When the watching world sees genuine love among believers - love that transcends cultural
differences, personal preferences, and generational gaps - it becomes a powerful witness to the reality of
Christ.

People are watching to seeif our faith makes areal difference in how we treat one another. They're looking
for evidence that following Jesus actually changes lives. When we choose love over division, service over
self-interest, and unity over uniformity, we give them that evidence.

BibleVerse
‘Bestill, and know that | am God; | will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.’ -
Psalms 46:10

Reflection Question
How can you demonstrate the love of Christ in a practical way to someone who is different from you or
with whom you've had tension?

Quote
Sometimes what God islooking to useis, | just want to see the love of Christ shown among you all. And it
will affect those who are on the fence, ready to say, finally, | see that changes lives.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, let Y our love flow through me to others, especially those who are different from me. Help me
see people through Y our eyes and respond with Y our heart. Use my love to draw othersto You and to
demonstrate that following Y ou truly changes lives. Amen.



